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INTRODUCTION
District Srinagar is the summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir State. It is
situated in the centre of the Kashmir Valley on the banks of the Jhelum River
and is surrounded by five districts. In the north it is flanked by Kargil and
Ganderbal in the South by Pulwama, in the north-west by Budgam. The capital
city of Srinagar is located 1585 metres above sea level. The city is famous for its
gardens, lakes and houseboats. It is also known for traditional Kashmiri
handicrafts and dried fruits.
The city is located on both the sides of the Jhelum River, which is called Vyath
in Kashmir. The river passes through the city and meanders through the valley,
moving onward and deepening in the Dal Lake. The city is famous for its nine
old bridges, connecting the two parts of the city.
Hokersar is a wetland situated near Srinagar. Thousands of migratory birds
come to Hokersar from Siberia and other regions in the winter season. Migratory
birds from Siberia and Central Asia use wetlands in Kashmir as their transitory
camps between September and October and again around spring. These wetlands
play a vital role in sustaining a large population of wintering, staging and
breeding birds.
Hokersar is 14 km (8.7 mi) north of Srinagar, and is a world class wetland
spread over 13.75 km2 (5.31 sq mi) including lake and marshy area. It is the
most accessible and well-known of Kashmir's wetlands which include Hygam,
Shalibug and Mirgund. A record number of migratory birds have visited
Hokersar in recent years.
Birds found in Hokersar—Migratory ducks and geese which include
brahminy duck, tufted duck, gadwall, garganey, greylag goose, mallard, common
merganser, northern pintail, common pochard, ferruginous pochard, red-crested
pochard, ruddy shelduck, northern shoveller, common teal, and Eurasian wigeon

As of 2011 census, Srinagar city's population was 12,19,516 and Srinagar
urban agglomeration had 1,236,829 population. Both the city and the urban
agglomeration has average literacy rate of approximately 71%, whereas the national
average is 74.04%. The child population of both the city and the urban
agglomeration is approximately 12% of the total population. Males constituted
53.0% and females 47.0% of the population. The sex ratio in the city area is 888
females per 1000 males, whereas in the urban agglomeration it is 880 per 1000, and
nationwide value of this ratio is 940. The predominant religion of Srinagar is Islam
with 95% of the population being Muslim. Hindus constitute the second largest
religious group representing 4% of the population. The remaining 1% of the
population are Sikhs, Buddhist and Jains.

DISTRICT AT A GLANCE
S. No.

Description

Unit

1

Geographical area

2

Reporting area

3

Number of Tehsils

07 Nos.

07

4

Number of Blocks

06 Nos.

06

5

Number of Panchayat
Halqas

Nos.

10

6

Number of Villages

Nos.

53

7

No. of inhabited villages

Nos.

53

8

Population

9

Scheduled Caste Population

Sq. Kms

Magnitude

1979

294 Sq. Kms

12,54,142Souls.
Nos.

1068
167448

10

Households

Nos.

11

Average Household size

Nos.

12

Occupied residential
houses

Nos.

155628

13

Main Workers

Nos.

330547

14

Marginal workers

Nos.

76641

15

Cultivators

Nos.

12228

16

Agriculture Labourers

Nos.

1048

17

Rainfall

mm

18

Net area sown

Hectares

8469

19

Gross area sown

Hectares

10792

20

Total irrigated area

Hectares

7479

21

Total un-irrigated area

Hectares

3313

22

Number of operational
holdings

Nos.

23

Average land holding size

24

Livestock Population

25

Forest area

26

No. of co-operatives

Hectares
Nos.

62140

Sq. Kms

211.35

Nos.

413

DISASTER MANAGEMENT
Despite progress of science and technological advancements, mankind is
still unable to come to grips with the fury of nature. Natural disasters continue to
have an adverse impact on human life.
The term disaster has come from a French word “Disaster” which is
further a combination of two separate terms – “Des” meaning evil or bad and
“Astre” meaning star. So in combination it means evil or bad star.
Disaster is a sudden or great misfortune, calamity. Disaster is a sudden
devastating event producing great material damage, loss of life and distress.
Disaster disrupts normal pattern of life. It brings hardship and has adverse
effect on health. It causes damage to infrastructure, buildings, communication
system and other essential services, thereby causing disruption in normal life.

TYPES OF DISASTER
Disaster may be due to human activities or triggered by nature. Disasters
triggered by nature can further be classified as wind related e.g. storm, cyclone,
tornado, hurricane etc; water related e.g. floods, flash floods, excessive rain etc;
geological e.g. earthquakes, snow avalanches, landslides, volcanic eruptions etc;
climatic disasters e.g. drought, famine etc.
Manmade disasters are nuclear explosions, industrial accidents, fires of
various kinds, accidents of automobiles, trains, aeroplanes, etc.
Disasters can also be classified according to their speed of occurrence.
They are mainly of two types __ disasters with rapid onset e.g. earthquake,
tornado, cyclone etc and the other type is “creeping” disaster e.g. drought,
famine, epidemic, civil unrest etc.
Disasters with rapid onset give little warning before they strike. On the other
hand disasters such as drought, famine are relatively more predictable.
Experiencing wide scale destruction, by natural and manmade disasters,
has made us realize that though the occurrence of such disasters cannot be
completely stopped, a concerted effort can go a long way in minimizing the
adverse effects of these events by adopting suitable means.
We do not live in a totally risk free environment. There are hazards which
naturally occur and these hazards have the potential to create huge losses. For
instance, most parts of J&K come in high seismic zone (zone V] and there
remains the hazard of earthquakes. The chance of a particular hazard actually

occurring is the risk – a combination of hazard & vulnerability. There are other
hazards as well which pose danger to our life & property.
Therefore, there is the need for disaster management. It is possible to
reduce the impact of disasters by adopting appropriate disaster mitigation
strategies. The disaster mitigation efforts would include.
i. Minimizing the potential risks by developing early warning system.
ii. Preparing and implementing development plans to provide resilience to such
disasters.
iii. Improving & developing communication & health care services.
iv. Having a sound rehabilitation & post disaster reduction strategy.
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management has become an applied science which, through systematic
observation & analysis of a disaster, aims to improve measures related to
prevention, mitigation, preparedness, emergency response, & recovery.
In the present times there has been a gradual shift in the concept of
dealing with disasters from disaster response to disaster mitigation. Thus it is
wiser and feasible to take preventive measures before a disaster rather than
attempting to save lives & property after the disaster has already occurred. This
goes according to the popular saying “a stitch in time saves nine”.
The disaster control policies have already been introduced by various
countries. To quote an example , in China the flooding killed more than 3000
lives in 1998 but similar floods in 1931 & 1954 cost 1,40,000 & 33,000 lives
respectively. Japan is now able to cope with earthquakes of high magnitude
because of an effective & extensive disaster management approach adopted by
the governments over the years. Post-1970, all buildings in Tokyo can withstand
earthquakes of magnitudes 7.5 or more on Richter scale. We shall also have to
work along these lines.

DISASTER PREVENTION STRATEGY
“India leads the world in the natural disasters. In the last two decades, it has
got the most foreign aid for natural disaster relief & rehabilitation. It has
obtained 43 such loans from the World Bank alone, well ahead of China (32),
Bangladesh (28) and Brazil (27). India is easily No. 1 in aid received ($8,257
million).
Prevention is better than cure. Yet, neither citizens nor governments give
priority to disaster prevention. When a tsunami or earthquake strikes, citizens
and donors respond with swiftness and generosity. But once the tragedy ceases
to dominate newspaper headlines, public interest drops steeply.
Many countries are hit repeatedly by disasters, donors give repeated aid, but
neither pays much attention to prevention.
What sort of preventive action works best? Experience in India and aboard
suggests a few lessons.
Develop emergency plans and early warning systems for vulnerable areas.
Make sure early warnings reach and are understood by vulnerable people.
Ensure community participation in disaster planning. Without community
participation, technical fixes will not work.
Prepare & disseminate manuals that identify which actors should perform
which functions in the event of disaster.
Stock emergency supplies (water purification tablets, plastic sheets, first aid
kits) in risk prone communities.
Build public buildings like schools and health centers in locations most
likely to survive a disaster (such as high ground in flood prone area).
After a disaster, rebuild houses & infrastructure strong enough to withstand
future disasters: nature tends to hit the same places repeatedly.
Institute building codes tailored to the disaster risk in different areas.
Educate people on the advantages of following building codes.
Ensure that infrastructure and buildings in risk prone areas are well
maintained.

Create emergency shelters and ensure that these have water supply and
sanitation to serve big crowds that will arrive during a disaster. The Latur
earthquake in Maharashtra and
Kutch earthquake in Gujarat demonstrated that the illiterate villagers could
build quake-proof houses if given simple instructions.

Briefly, they need to use reinforced concrete for the four corners of a house
and also three rings of reinforcement at the top, middle and bottom of the outer
walls. However, villagers yet to be hit by quakes are reluctant to retrofit their
buildings.
Turkey has instituted compulsory national insurance in quake prone areas.
But this will not work in poor countries.
The poorest people in shanty towns face so many risks that they give no
priority to natural disaster risk. They will not build according to codes, not
subscribe to insurance and not stay away from hazard prone areas.
The indirect solution here is to have policies that raise incomes. Only the
non-poor find it worthwhile to invest in preventive action. So poverty reduction
can translate into disaster reduction.”

DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACTION PLAN
DISTRICT Srinagar

RATIONALE FOR DISASTER MANAGEMENT & MITIGATION
[What a disaster does & why disaster management / mitigation]
It takes years together and huge / copious amount of funds to build
roads, bridges, buildings and have all other infrastructure like communication,
industries, electricity, water supply, etc. But unfortunately when a disaster
strikes everything is razed to ground and the losses are monumental. The years
of progress come to nothing and a disaster brings an abrupt end to all such
accomplishments. The threat to the development gains posed by disasters has
to be minimized to a large extent.
Though calamities like floods, landslides, heavy snow, and soil erosion
do cause loss of life & property but still the impact can be minimized by swift
action. The damage caused by floods, landslides, erosion and snow is not allpervasive and extensive. But one of the biggest vulnerabilities of this region,
the earthquake, poses a colossal threat to progress and development. Since this
region falls in Seismic Zone 5, if an earthquake of high intensity strikes, there
is bound to be extensive loss of life & property. The fact that occurrence of
earthquake cannot be predicted in advance; it is all the more important that we
are in preparedness and take measures so as to mitigate the adverse impact of
earthquakes on life & property. So we need to act during normal times as
natural calamity can strike anytime. Disaster Management & Mitigation has to
be peace time activity.
The District Administration shall in the short and long term devise
strategies to reduce the vulnerability of Srinagar to disasters especially
earthquakes and work towards minimizing the losses that could arise from a
possible calamity. The District administration envisages taking the following
measures to deal with the threat of natural disasters:

1. INCORPORATING DISASTER MANAGEMENT IN DEVELOPMENT
PLANS:
Our kind of development is leading to disaster vulnerability & not
disaster mitigation. In that sense, there happens to be a linkage between
development (unplanned] and disaster. It is now well known that earthquakes,
per se, do not kill. At the time of severe earthquakes, it is the collapsing /
falling buildings that kill people (under its rubble). The reason is that most of
our buildings, private and public, are not earthquake resistant and adoption of
earthquake

resistant

technology
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completely

ignored.

Our

development plans do not encompass Disaster Management in its fold.
Our development plans should have disaster management as its essential
component. Incorporation of mitigation components in the development plans
shall facilitate implementation of both the disaster management plan and
district’s development plan and it shall pave way for long term risk reduction.
Our development shall not be hazardous but it shall withstand the destructive
impact of disasters. We need to place our infrastructural development around
the guidelines set for buildings in high seismic-zone areas. We need to adhere
to rules strictly and ensure compliance to building bylaws on part of the
engineers and builders.
The need is to make suitable changes to the District Development Plan
and integrate Disaster Management component with every development
activity. This is possible even when additional funds for disaster mitigation are
hard to come by. For instance, if there is a plan for building ten school
buildings in the district for a particular year, it is better to construct only eight
schools and the saving of two buildings can be utilized for constructing these
eight schools with earthquake resistant technology. So instead of having ten
unsafe structures we shall have eight safe & earthquake resistant school
buildings.
Therefore, it is important to sensitize our planners about the
vulnerabilities of a location and the need to have a comprehensive
developmental plan, which also addresses the collateral risks involved.
Our kind of development should not lead to a disaster but prevent
disasters from bringing our years of progress to nothing. As more & more
development of infrastructure takes place, our economic losses due to disasters

are bound to increase if our infrastructure is not disaster-resistant. We have to
ensure proper planning and designing so that the few minutes of say, a violent
earthquake, does not destroy our years of development & progress.

2. IDENTIFICATION OF AREAS VULNERABLE TO DISASTERS
There are many areas in district Srinagar which are very susceptible to
natural calamities like earthquakes, landslides, erosion, floods etc. Occurrence
of any of these disasters could cause loss of life and property.
A high-intensity earth quake in congested localities, where non-engineered
houses and buildings have come up, can cause huge fatalities, more so when
thousands of people live in clusters having weak structures and narrow lanes.
At the time of earthquake panic-stricken people usually run out of their houses
and in congested localities they could come under the falling debris.
So the plan would be to identify disaster prone and vulnerable areas in
Srinagar district so that residential colonies are raised at safe locations and
people living in risk prone areas are rehabilitated elsewhere. Geology &
Mining department shall be involved in identification of vulnerable areas. The
concerned department would be asked to prepare a geological map which
would delineate areas in district Srinagar that can be exposed to the impact of
strong earthquakes and other natural disasters.
Once Geology department maps these areas, no construction activity
would be allowed in these danger zones. The Geological experts would be
requested to complete this activity / assignment within a reasonable time
frame.

3. BUILDING PERMISSION
Srinagar Municipal Corporation regulate construction of houses within
its jurisdiction and people have to obtain building permission for new
construction. This is where local authorities can ensure that settlements don’t
come up in unsafe areas.
There has to be a regulatory frame-work in place which would
discourage construction activity in areas vulnerable to impact of earthquakes
and other disasters like floods, landslides etc. Once the Geological map of

District Srinagar is ready, the Tehsil / Block Officers and even Panchayats
would be given authority to deal with unplanned construction activity. It shall
be made mandatory to seek building permission from the concerned
Government offices / Panchayat bodies. This would arrest uncontrolled and
haphazard construction of houses and that too in risk prone areas. Enforcement
of laws is important in this regard to not allow people to settle in susceptible
areas.

4. RETROFITTING / STRENGTHENING OF EXISTING BUILDINGS
There are so many buildings in the district which have been constructed
without adhering to the BIS norms pertaining to the earthquake resistant
construction. This means that such buildings are not safe enough to resist the
impact of a severe earth quake. If earthquake resistant technology is used in
construction of buildings, such structures can withstand earthquakes up to a
certain magnitude.
Especially public buildings such as hospitals, courts, colleges, schools
and other government offices have huge presence of people at any given point
of time. If these buildings are prone to damage by earthquakes of higher
intensity, it is time that we strengthen these buildings by opting for retrofitting.
As is evident from Gujarat and Kashmir Earthquake in past two years, there
was a huge loss of lives of school children due to collapse of school buildings.
So we must go for long term strengthening / retrofitting of public buildings to
avoid future losses. The technology and expertise for this is available in the
country.
Retrofitting of buildings not initially designed for earthquake shall cost
an extra 10-18% of the cost of the building. It involves
laying of horizontal & vertical seismic belts and other reinforcements.
The strategy would be to prepare a list of public buildings requiring
retrofitting. For this the trained engineers would be asked to inspect / examine
government/public buildings in the entire district and suggest which of these
buildings require repairs. The services of structural engineers having expertise
in retrofitting shall also be hired. A sizable portion of funds shall be earmarked
each year for retrofitting of the existing public buildings in the earthquake

zone. Not only would the risk of loss of lives be minimized but also these very
buildings ___ hospitals, schools, government offices serve as lifelines and
makeshift rehabilitation centers in the aftermath of a disaster.

5. TRAINING OF ENGINEERS, ARCHITECTS AND OTHER KEY
PERSONNEL
Not much head way can be made with regard to Disaster Prevention &
Mitigation if the engineers are not trained in the job at hand. Till date the
construction of buildings has been generally non-engineered, not conforming
to the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS). Majority of buildings in District
Srinagar are not resistant to earthquakes.
Hence forth the strategy would be to construct all new buildings
according to the building bye laws. BIS codes shall have to be followed
strictly.
In order to achieve this, it is essential to impart training to all the
engineers of the district in a phased manner so that they get trained in adoption
of earth quake resistant technology, while designing and constructing new
buildings.
For capacity development of engineers & architects, the district
administration shall seek assistance from organizations like National Institute
of Disaster Management (NIDM) and
Ministry

of

Home

Affairs’

Urban

Earthquake

Vulnerability

Reduction Programme (UEVRP); which is a Govt. of India - UNDP Disaster
Risk Management Programme. The trained engineers would further give
training to works’ supervisors and masons.

6. ESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIAL BIS CELL:
At the same time, all the engineering departments would be asked to
establish a special BIS Cell which would be competent to technically check all
building designs and construction estimates. This cell would ensure adherence
to the prescribed building codes in the seismic zone IV & V . This special cell
would also offer expert advice to private builders and other interested parties in
helping them to take advantage of the earthquake resistant technology.

7. IEC PROGRAMMES
INFORMATION, EDUCATION & COMMUNICATION
For a long time now; we have been in slumber and our method of
dealing with a disaster has been that after it had struck, we would commence
rescue, relief operations and rehabilitation of affected people. There was
nothing like the prevention and mitigation strategy in place. Our lack of
resources, education and knowledge about disasters also did not help our
cause.
But after a few big disasters that hit the country like Gujarat earthquake,
South Asian Tsunami, Snow Storm at Waltengoo J&K and last year’s 7.4
magnitude earthquake, we have started thinking on positive lines. More so
because we are living in seismic zone IV & V. Our bitter experience with some
of the recent calamities has goaded us into action and our awareness level
about disasters has improved a little.
More such awareness is needed on a large scale so that disaster
management campaign is started everywhere in urban & rural areas. The
efforts of all the Government departments have to multiply. Each sector has to
do a risk analysis and fix its role and responsibility in disaster mitigation &
prevention.
Therefore education about disasters & its management has to be spread
far & wide. Educating common masses is equally important through awareness
programmes, media and mock drills. It is also high time that disaster
management is included in the school curriculum as a subject. The IEC
Programmes in schools & colleges should become very common. Debates,
workshops and symposia on disaster management can create significant
awareness.
Guides/ leaflets/ handouts on how to be prepared for a disaster, how to
mitigate the threat, Do’s & don’t during and after the disaster can be
disseminated among the general public.
Equally important is educating the government functionaries, police,
private sector employees; NGO’s about disaster management and acquaint
them about their roles and responsibilities as citizens. Simulation, mock drills

on relief and rescue operations can also be useful methods of educating the
government employees and general public.
The training of key personnel like engineers to design disaster resistant
buildings, health professionals, police & other government functionaries has to
be organized at regular intervals.
IEC has to be an important activity towards making the government
work force and general public knowledgeable about disaster management,
mitigation, prevention & improve their preparedness to deal with such
eventualities.

8. FORMULATION OF SECTORAL PLANS:
All the line departments shall be required to prepare Disaster
Management Plan specific to their sector so that preparedness and response
mechanism is ready across all sectors.
There will be Health Sector contingency plan for management of crisis
situation, e.g.: District Health department shall specify public health risks due
to floods, earthquake, epidemic, drought and come up with a list of common
diseases likely to spread after a particular calamity. It would outline the
preventive measures and work out requirement of medicine and other
emergency equipment needed at the time of a calamity. It would also calculate
the stock of medical stores required at a given point of time in emergency
situations. The hospitals shall prepare a contingency plan for mass-casualty
management.
Similarly other departments like Public Health Engineering, Flood
Control, Roads & Buildings, Consumer Affairs & Public Distribution,
Mechanical Engineering, Electric department, police, Fire & Emergency
Services shall also devise their Disaster Risk Management plans. This would
keep all the departments in a state of preparedness and the preventive measures
shall go a long way in minimizing the adverse impact of any disaster as and
when it strikes.

TASKS AT HAND
MUST DO’S
1. The District has its Disaster Management plan ready. It shall be open to
reviews and feedback shall be solicited from experts so as to make this
basic document comprehensive and useful.
2. The District Disaster Management committee has been constituted and it
will meet to take up the assignment of Disaster Management practically.
3. The Disaster Management plan shall be integrated with all development
plans of the district. It shall be made mandatory to incorporate Disaster
resistant technology in all construction designs.
4. Such lifeline/public buildings are being identified which are prone to get
damaged due to earthquakes. It will include a list of schools, hospitals,
colleges, courts; etc which requires retrofitting and estimates shall be
framed for effecting necessary repairs and reinforcements in the said
buildings.
5. Risk assessment and vulnerability analysis shall be conducted and the
area in district Srinagar prone to natural disasters shall be demarcated.
6. IEC (Information, Education and Communication) activities shall be
organized. Awareness about Disaster Management (pre and post disaster)
shall be created among masses. Self-learning print material shall be
distributed among the people.
7. Training programmes shall be conducted for engineers to acquaint them
about Disaster Management and the use of earthquake resistant
technology. Building bye laws & BIS guidelines shall also be emphasized
in these programmes.
8. Mock drills and simulation exercises by various departments shall be
conducted at District and Tehsil levels and participation of community
members shall also be encouraged in awareness programmes and mock
drills.
9. The departments shall be asked to come up with their own Disaster
Management Plans. This would make the role of line-departments more

lucid and these micro-plans shall induce Disaster Management activities in
all sectors/departments.
10. The Exercise for constitution of the Tehsil-Level Committee of officers
has been made, who will implement Disaster Management Plan, coordinate
activities at the Tehsil Level. They shall represent key departments and they
will also be responsible for operationalising Control Room at Tehsil Level
during emergency situations.
11. The Map of the District, Tehsils and Blocks shall be made available to
District Control Room and Tehsil committees. The route map and alternate
route map shall also be prepared. R&B department shall have the
responsibility of preparing all the relevant maps.
12. The resource inventory and databank shall be updated in April of every
year and modifications to Disaster Management Plan shall also be made
accordingly.
13. The requirement of essential equipment required for post-Disaster
Management shall be worked out and the important civil works which need
to be taken up on priority shall be identified. Such civil works shall form a
part of Disaster Mitigation and Prevention Strategy.

BUDGET & OTHER FINANCIAL ALLOCATIONS
Funds have to be allocated at the district level for preparation and more
importantly for the execution of disaster management plan. At the time of
updating the disaster management plan every year, all the relevant government
orders issued in relation to allocation of funds for disaster management should
find a reference in the plan copy itself and more important ones to be attached as
Annexure.
Some of the priority areas for which funds can be allocated so as to start
the implementation of Disaster Management Plan are as under:1. Hazard, Risk, Vulnerability and Capacity Analysis, this shall include
analysis of areas and infrastructure vulnerable to disasters.
2. Mitigation Plan (Vulnerability Reduction Measures / Programmes).
a. IEC activities. (Awareness generation / Training).
b. Retrofitting of lifeline buildings to mitigate vulnerability due to
earthquakes.
c. Strengthening of river banks / embankment.
3. New buildings to be constructed according to earthquake resistant
technology, especially lifeline / public buildings.
4. Allocation of funds for purchase of essential equipments / machines like
earth moving equipment, fire brigade, mobile surgical / Trauma units,
concrete culverts, lighting towers, snow clearing machines, dewatering
pumps, satellite phones, mobile water tankers, etc.
5. Establishment of fully functional District Disaster Management Control
Room.

DISASTER MANAGEMENT
PLANS /
CONTINGENCY PLAN

FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR DISTRICT Srinagar
River Jehlum.traverses through the city of Srinagar from Village Sempora in
the South to the Village Panzinara in the North. The topography of the District is
both plain and hilly. The District Srinagar consists of seven Tehsils namely South,
North, Eidgah, Chanapora, Panthachowk, Shalteng and Khanyar. It comprises
of Six Community Development Blocks. These blocks are Srinagar, Central
Hazratbal, South Qamerwari, North Eidgah, Harwan and Khonmuh. There are
several Nallahs flowing into the river Jehlum from the watersheds which are mostly
torrential in nature and when in spate possess tremendous discharge and destructive
power often causing damage to property and life along the course. Whenever the
river Jehlum is in spate and in order to save the city of Srinagar the water is
channelized through the flood channels and again when the flow is still not under
control and threatens the areas on the Northern side (City) a breach is usually made
at Kandizal located in District Pulwama. This is the desperate and ultimate attempt
to avert danger to the urban areas of the Srinagar city. As a result of such a step a
few villages/ habitations of Tehsil Chanapora/ Natipora are inundated. Also huge
habitations of Tehsil Chanapora/ Natipora get affected by the Nallah Doodhganga.
During the September 2014 floods, a huge damage occurred to the 93,369 structures
and death of the 40 persons also occurred. It was observed that against the total 137
villages, 87 villages were directly affected, which involved 2.10 lac families in the
district. So far as Tehsil Tehsil Chanapora/ Natipora and south srinagar is concerned
its low lying areas get submerged because of over flowing of flood channels and
water logging because of rain. As far as Tehsil Panthchowk/ Shalteng is concerned
these are submerged due to over flowing of river Jehlum. Following are the
areas/localities/villages in the District which are flood prone. The detailed plan as
formulated is as under:-

S. No.

Tehsil

Area prone to getting submerged during floods

1.

Chanapora

Nowgam

2.

South

K. P.Bagh
Aramwari
Gund Chandal
Barzalla
Gangbugh Gulab pora

Central

Rakh Gund akshah

3.

Natipora

Mehjoor Nagar,

Shalteng
4

Panthachowk

Lasjan

5

Eidgah

Palapora

Soiteng

Pandrethan

Baghat Barzalla,

DISTRICT FLOOD CO-ORDINATION COMMITTEE Srinagar
The District Development Commissioner Srinagar heads the flood
management group constituted at the District level for disaster response and
recovery. The District management Committee consists of the following
Officers:-

a)

District Development Commissioner Srinagar

Convener

b)

Superintending Engineer Hydraulic Srinagar.

Member
Secretary

c)

Addl. Dy. Commissioner Srinagar

Nodal Officer

d)

Sr. Superintendent of Police Srinagar

Member

e)

Executive Engineer Flood Control Division Srinagar

Joint Secretary

f)

Executive Engineer Flood Spill Channel Narbal

Joint Secretary

g)

Executive Engineer R&B

Member

h)

Executive Engineer PHE Srinagar

Member

i)

Chief Medical Officer Srinagar

Member

j)

Assistant Commissioner Revenue Srinagar

Member

k)

Deputy. Director CA & PD Srinagar

Member

l)

Executive Engineer Irrigation Division Srinagar

Member

m)

Executive Engineer Mechanical Engineering Srinagar

Member

n)

Superintendent of police (Civil Defense) Srinagar

Member

o)

Assistant. Director Fire and Emergency Services Srinagar

Member

p)

Executive Engineer Electric Division Srinagar

Member

q)

Tehsildars

Member

r)

Sub- Divisional Police Officers (SDPO’s)

Member

FLOOD MANAGEMENT (RULES AND DUTIES)
Flood Alert
The 1

st

alert will be sounded by Central Flood Committee Srinagar

through its Member Secretary Chief Engineer Irrigation and Flood Control as
soon as the Sangam Gauge touches 18ft. All the concerned officials deployed to
the flood duty both at the district level and the zonal level will immediately rush
up to the respective control rooms and assume their assignments as entrusted to
them. Similarly flood alert for the district will be sounded by member secretary
of the co-ordination committee. These precautions are to be ensured in both the
cases i.e. alert sounded by the central committee or continuous rains in the
district for 48 hours.

Before Flood Alert
Duties to be performed by the departments associated with normal flood
control works, before the flood alarm is sounded, are:S. No
1

Assignment

Action taken

Inspection of all flood protection

Irrigation and Flood control

bunds/embankments and other regulatory

Department

structures for identification of weak spots,
dangers and necessity of repairs/restorations/
strengthening of weak points.
2

To ensure that all gate gearings are

Irrigation and Flood control

functional, duly oiled and requisite standby

Department

tests have been performed under the
supervision of an Engineer. Flood duty
roaster is framed and circulated to all
concerned by the Executive Engineer Flood
Control Division Srinagar and Flood Spill
Channel Div. Narbal.

3

Control Room/Sub control rooms are
Irrigation and Flood control
identified, publicized and equipped
with Department.
communication
facility.
The
Headquarter and the home address of the field
duty staff are provided to all committee
members and respective Control Rooms.

4

Material required for flood
Irrigation and Flood control
prevention/management like EC bags, ballies, Department
sand, etc is stored and also the source from
which it can be arranged at short notice in
case of dire necessity has to be clearly
identified.

5

Identification of Safe Havens/shelters for
evacuees

6

Village Level Committees are constituted by Tehsildars/ SHO’s
associating

concerned

VLWs,

SDM’s/Tehsildar/ SDPO’s/
SHO’s

Patwaries,

Numberdars, Chokidars and respectables of
the village
7

Making an inventory of availability of Chief Medical Officer
medicine and para medical staff in flood
prone villages

8

Deputy. Director CA & PD
To ensure availability of sufficient stock
of essential commodities in flood prone areas Srinagar

After Flood Alarm
Immediate attendance of the staff deployed for flood duty to be ensured.
The duties to be performed by the Flood Control Department after the flood
alarm is sounded are:a) Closing of gates and sluices on Nallahs, flood channels by the
functionaries of flood control department.
b) Strengthening of weak spots and embankments.
c) Closure of breaches, if any.
d) Arranging stores/material as per requirement from central flood stores,
sister divisions and other available sources.

f)

Hourly recording of gauge reading and calculating hourly discharge on
the basis of available gauge, discharge curves or empirical formula.
Regular communication of discharge/gauge to all concerned quarters.

g) Marking of highest flood level on permanent objects and keeping its
record.
h) Assessment of flood damage and its communication to higher
authorities.

Duties to be Performed by the Staff deployed for Flood Duty
a) Patrolling of river bank from Sempora to Panzinara(by Flood Control
Div. Srinagar as per roaster/Chart).
b) Patrolling of flood embankments (by Flood Control Deptt. as per
roaster/chart) all over the District.
c) Establishment of Sector/Boat headquarters at designated places (by
concerned Tehsildar/SDPO).
d) Liaison with the control room for arranging material and communication
of regular flood situation (by Ex.Ens. Flood Control Div. Srinagar and
Flood Spill Channel Division Sumbal.
e) Supervising flood protection measures like laying of sand filled E.C
bags, temporary diversions etc (by Ex.Ens. Flood Control Division
Srinagar and Flood Channel Div.Sumbal)
f) Supervising evacuation of marooned people (by Tehsildar/ SDPO).
g) Assessing the eminent threat perception and communication of same to
the control room (by I/C control rooms).
h) Motivating people for assisting in flood prevention/protection and relief
and rescue measures (by Administrative wing and Zonal Committees.

Arrangement of Relief and Rescue by Administrative Wing
a) Procurement of boats for evacuation of marooned people (by Assistant
Commissioner Revenue/Tehsildars).
b) Identification and establishment of Community Centres( Pacca
buildings) to be used as relief /shelter camps by Tehsildar concerned.
c) Distribution of relief in the form of rations, bedding, utensils etc to the
affected people (by Asstt. Director CA and PD/Tehsildar).
d) Arrangement of free lunger for marooned people (by Tehsildar).
e) Providing of medical aid to affected people (by C.M.O/B.M.O’s).
f) Maintenance of Law and Order (by SSP Srinagar).
g) Dissemination of information to people so as to prevent rumor
mongering and panic (by SSP Srinagar).
h) Over all supervision of the flood protection measures and rescue
operations (by District Flood Coordination Committee).
i) Arrangement of transport by State Road Transport Corporation, RTO
Kashmir and Dy. Director Motor Garages.

ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE
District Flood Co-ordination Committee
At the district level the flood situation shall be monitored and handled by
a District Coordination Committee of which DDC is the convener and S.E.
Hydraulic Srinagar is Member Secretary. The committee shall have its control
room in the D.C Office Srinagar and all relief and rescue operations will be
coordinated from there. The control room will remain operational round the
clock during floods.

Flood Zonal Committee
The District Srinagar is divided into five zones to be supervised by a Zonal
Committee located at Nowgam, Rambagh Shalteng, Panthachowk. and
Nehrupark Each zonal committee will comprise of respective Assistant
Executive Engineer (AEE) R&B, AEE Flood Control and AE Irrigation headed
by XEN Flood Control Division Srinagar, Flood Spill Channel Division Narbal.
R&B Division Srinagar, Truck terminal Division and Right River Division
respectively. All the structural works like construction of temporary bunds and
closure of breaches, arrangement of key material, forming of flood duty roaster
etc is to be attended by the zonal committees, whereas, the relief and rescue,
distribution of ration etc is to be looked after by the administrative wing i.e.
Zonal Committees at administrative level comprising of concerned Tehsildar
(Convener), concerned SDPO, BMO and representative of Flood Department.

]

DETAILS OF VARIOUS COMMITTEES
Flood Zonal Committee Nowgam
S.
No

Chairman/

Committee

Zonal Flood
1.

Committee
Nowgam

Zonal
Committee
Adm. Wing

Convener

Executive
Engineer Flood
Control Div.
Srinagar

Tehsildar
Chanapora

Members

AEE R&B
Nowgam. AEE
Flood control
concerned
AE Irrigation
concerned
SDPO Saddar
BMO BK Pora
Rep. of CA&PD
Deptt.

Control

Telephone

Room

Nos.

Police
Station
Nowgam

Police
Station
Nowgam

Flood Zonal Committee Rambagh
Zonal Flood
2.

Committee
Rambagh

Zonal
Committee
Adm. Wing

Executive
Engineer
Flood spill Channel
Div Narabal

Tehsildar
South

AEE R&B
Rambagh. AEE
Flood control
Concerned
AE Irrigation
concerned
SDPO Saddar
BMO concerned
Rep. of
CA&PD Deptt.

Police
Station
Saddar

Police
Station
Saddar

Flood Zonal Committee Shalteng ( Central)
Zonal Flood
3.

Executive
Engineer R&B

Committee
Division Srinagar
Central Shalteng

Zonal
Committee
Adm. Wing

Tehsildar
Central Shalteng

AEE R&B
Concerned. AEE
Flood control
concerned
AE Irrigation
concerned
SDPO Parimpora
BMO concerned
Rep. of CA&PD
Deptt.

Police
Station
Parimpora

Police
Station
Parimpora

Flood Zonal Committee Panthchowk
Zonal Flood
4.

Committee
Panthchowk

Zonal
Committee

Executive
AEE R&B Concerned
Engineer Truck . AEE Flood
Terminal Div
Srinagar
control concerned
AE Irrigation
concerned
Tehsildar
Panthchowk

Adm. Wing

SDPO west
BMO concerned
Rep. of CA&PD
Deptt.

Police
Station
Panthchowk

Police
Station
Panthchowk

Flood Zonal Committee Nehrupark
Zonal Flood
5.

Committee
Nehrupark

Zonal
Committee
Adm. Wing

Executive
Engineer Right
River Div
Srinagar

Tehsildar
North

AEE R&B Concerned
. AEE Flood
control concerned
AE Irrigation
concerned
SDPO Nehrupark
BMO concerned
Rep. of CA&PD
Deptt.

Police
Station
Nehrupark

Police
Station
Nehrupark

Village Committee in Flood Prone Areas
Sarpanch, Panche, Numberdaar, Ward Officers, VLW, Pathwari, concerned Head Master/Teachers,
and Local Volunteers shall be the members for the flood prone areas. Similarly for the other
disasters, members of the same committee shall also function as Rescue teams.

EXTENT OF SEISMIC HAZARD
Vulnerability of District Srinagar to Earthquakes
The state of J&K is prone to seismic hazard. Some of the very intense
earthquakes have occurred in this region. According to the seismic-zone map of
India, Kashmir North and Kashmir central districts lie in Zone-V category (very
high-risk zone). Other areas like Anantnag, Jammu, Poonch, Udhampur, Leh,
Ladakh & Muzzafarabad lie in Zone IV (high risk zone).
Srinagar district falls in seismic Zone IV and is therefore vulnerable to
earthquakes.
The strong earthquake which tore/ ripped through the Kashmir on
October 8, 2005 and the recent studies by experts that this region can witness
many such quakes establish the fact that earthquake could be the most damaging
hazard in this region as compared to other hazards like floods, heavy snowfalls.
The impact of magnitude of earthquakes that have occurred so far (in the past)
has been much stronger in comparison with other hazards.
District Srinagar is also a populous district and majority of constructions
in Srinagar are not earthquake resistant and a level of preparedness towards
coping with earthquakes is very less. The people, the houses, the public
buildings and entire property in the district is at risk and a large earthquake can
cause extensive damage to life & property.
There have been large-scale haphazard constructions in the district and
the density of population in the rural areas has also increased. The congested
localities / towns with houses and shanties abound is an area of concern. Even in
rural areas now, there is a shift towards construction of brick and mortar houses,
stacked back to back without proper planning. This is quite dangerous in an
earthquake prone area / active seismic zone.
The factors that make people living in Srinagar vulnerable to the
damaging impact of earthquake are the unsafe constructions (seismically), the
congested localities / habitations, construction of houses in areas prove to
erosion.
The plan is to conduct a detailed study of areas more risky to ravages of
earthquake. The experts from Geology department can study the soil types and

do grading / zoning of the land in district Srinagar to specify which of the zones
are not fit for habitation and cannot withstand strong earthquakes.
On the basis of expert study, the people living in risky areas would be
asked to shift to safer areas and the government would identify areas which are
relatively safe for raising habitations.

ESTABLISHMENT OF CONTROL ROOM
The office of Deputy Commissioner Srinagar will be the main control
room having following telephone No’s:-

Telephone

FAX

2472580

0194
0194

2477033-

0194

2483229

0194

2477054-

0194

2452182-

SUB-CONTROL ROOMS
Telephone No
1

2

3

4

5

6

Sub-Control Room Nowgam to be Stationed at
Police Station Nowgam

Sub-Control Room Rambagh to be
Stationed at police station Saddar
Sub-Control Room Panthachowk to be Stationed
at police station Panthachowk

2439828

2432119

222933

Sub-Control Room South to be Stationed at Police
Station Shergarhi.

2311918

Sub-Control Room Nehru park to be
Stationed at police station Nehru park

2482646

Sub-Control Room Central Shalteng to be
Stationed at police station Parimpora

2490027

INSTITUTIONAL MECHANISM
The district has to make use of its human and material resource to deal
with the pre and post disaster situations. The district administration shall have in
place committees/ teams/task force for Disaster Management.
At the apex level the district shall have Disaster Management Committee
and a District Control Room which shall function as Emergency Operation
Centre.
The District Disaster Management Committee shall have the following
composition:
1

District Development Commissioner Srinagar

2
3
4
5

Additional Deputy Commissioner Srinagar
District Superintendent of Police Srinagar
Superintending Engineer PW(R&B) Srinagar
Chief Medical Officer Srinagar
Assistant Director Consumer Affairs & Public Distribution
Srinagar

6

Chairperson
Member
Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Member

In addition to this the officers of different departments are being Co-opted
as members as and when required for the subject. Disaster Management has to
be a peace-time activity. The District Disaster Management Committee shall
conduct review meetings at regular intervals to assess the progress made with
regard to Disaster Management. The preparedness, mitigation and prevention
measures have to be monitored and scrutinized periodically. The implementation
of Disaster Management plan has to be reviewed and every year in April the
Disaster Management plan has to be updated and necessary changes
modifications have to be incorporated in the plan. The data bank as well as the
resource inventory has to be updated.
At the time of an emergency/disaster, the District Disaster Management
committee would meet at short notice so as to chalk out a strategy to cope with
any such exigency. This District Committee would make key decisions and
devise various courses of action to deal with a disaster situation.
The District Disaster Management committee comprising of sectoral
officers shall also ensure implementation of Disaster Management Plan during
the normal time. The focus shall be on gauging the threat of disasters,

vulnerability analysis, preparedness and prevention measures required to be
taken.
Almost all line departments concerned with the Disaster Management
activity shall find representation in the Apex committee at the district level. The
sectoral officers shall have to ensure that Disaster Management strategies are
adopted. Health Services, Revenue department, P H E department, P W D,
Irrigation, Flood Control, Electrical department, Police, Consumer Affairs and
Public Distribution department have a key role to play in Disaster Management
of the district. The District Disaster Management committee shall, from time to
time, receive reports on preparedness from the concerned departments at the
district level.
In order to make Disaster Management activities more effective, the key
departments would be asked to devise their own Disaster Management plans
concerning to their domain. For instance Chief Medical Officer would come up
with Disaster Management plan to deal with health related emergences in the
health sector. Likewise separate Water and Sanitation Response plan, Relief and
Rescue operations plan, Flood management plan, Public Distribution System
during emergencies have to be formulated at the district level by the concerned
departments. This shall create synergy effect and benefit the district in having a
comprehensive Disaster Management strategy.
There will also be the District Control Room(DCR) in the office of the
District Development Commissioner . The Additional Deputy Commissioner
will be the Nodal officer of the District Control Room.
The District Control Room would be made fully functional and it will be
equipped to respond to any emergency/disaster. It shall assume control at the
district headquarter and coordinate functions between various government
agencies. The DCR shall respond to crisis/alarm/queries/demands emanating
from different areas of the district. The DCR shall be provided with all
communications equipment. It would be a sort of Disaster Management callcentre, capable of addressing various problems and providing assistance readily.
The District Control Room shall have a directory of all important phone
numbers. It shall provide information to anybody who needs it and also receive
information/reports from the field officers. The DCR shall take instructions and

guidance from the District Disaster Management committee. The DCR shall
comprise of following members:1. Additional Deputy Commissioner (Nodal officer)
2. Sub Divisional Magistrate East/West Srinagar
3. Chief Planning Officer.
4. District Information Officer Srinagar
5. District Informatics Officer. NIC
6. Superintendent of police Headquarter Srinagar.
7. General Manager DIC Srinagar
8. Dy. Director Employment and Counseling Srinagar
9. An officer of Telephone Department
10. Support staff to handle Communications.
The District Control Room has a prominent/ all-important
role to play during an emergency situation . In a disaster situation it shall remain
open 24 x 7. The DCR shall be pivotal in flashing important messages and
directions of District Development Commissioner to Tehsil Control Room and
other field units.
In addition to Directory of telephone numbers, maps, route maps, maps of
vulnerable areas (earthquake prone, flood prone areas) satellite phones and
wireless equipments have to be made available to the DCR. It has to be ensured
during normal time itself that all communication system, equipment to be used
by DCR are in good working condition.
The District Control Room shall also be manned by the support staff.
These key personal shall be skilled in operating the communication systems. The
duty of officials functioning at DCR shall be fixed as per the duty roster. The
control room has to function uninterrupted, round-the-clock.

TEHSIL LEVEL DISASTER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
AND TEHSIL CONTROL ROOMS
District Srinagar shall have a second-tier mechanism for the implementation
of Disaster Management Plan, coordination between various departments,
emergency preparedness and quick response at the time of disaster situations. It
will function on the analogy of District Disaster Management Committee and
District Control Room. It shall also be equipped with telephones, wireless
gadgets, FAX machines, Maps and important information/data.
The Tehsil Level Committees and Control Rooms shall function in the
officer of the concerned Tehsildar and shall comprise of the following officers.
1

Tehsildar concerned

Nodal
Officer

2

Block medical Officer concerned

Member

3

Block Development Officer (s) concerned

Member

4

Ward Officers Municipal Corporation.

Member

5

AEE/AE R&B

6

A.E.E/A.E Mechanical Engineering

Member
Member

7

A.E.E/A.E Irrigation & Flood Control

Member

8

A.E.E/AE P.H.E Department

Member

9

AEE/AE Power Development Deptt

Member

10

Officer representing C.A & P.D at tehsil/Block Level

Member

11

S.H.O of concerned Police Station

Member

The Tehsil Level Disaster Management Committee shall be instrumental in
working down below at gross route level. It shall function as an effective
intermediary

between

District

Administration

and

Village

Level

Committees/Halqa Panchayats.
The Officers at Tehsil and Block Level shall have to perform their role as
Disaster Management functionaries. They shall work in coordination and
convene meetings at specified intervals. They will submit their reports in
preparedness to District Authority and suggest measure to be taken for disaster
prevention and mitigation.
The Tehsil Level Disaster Management Committee has to swung into action
and organizes relief and rescue operations on war-footing immediately after the

news/information about the disaster is received from the authorities. The duties
and functions of the Tehsil Level Committee would be as under:I. Flash the message about the disaster to District Control Room.
II. Convene emergency meeting of important Officials and even Non-Official
agencies and give them clear instructions. It will make all preparations
quickly.
III. Alert all Police Station/Police Posts/Army Camps and other Officials
immediately.
IV. Mobilize all available resource of men and material for rescue and relief
operations and report additional requirements immediately to District
Control Room.
V. Mobilize the support of identified voluntary agencies/NGOs/ Village
Committees through designated Nodal Officers/Team Leaders.
VI. Arrange for evacuation/transportation of affected people to the identified
relief

camps.

The

relief

camps

could

be

any

Govt.

accommodation/community halls which can be used for providing shelter
to the affected people.
VII. The Tehsil Committee shall form small Rapid Action Group/Task Force
groups and to work at various disaster sites (Site Operations Center). The
Site Manager will coordinate the activities at various camp sites and
affected areas. The Site Operations Center will report to Tehsil Control
Room and even directly to District Control Room.
VIII. The Rapid Action Group shall start free kitchen for the affected people at
the relief camp (SOC) where necessary arrangements of drinking water,
medicine, temporary toilet facilities, lighting/heating arrangements,
blankets, etc shall be made. The site manager/official shall requisition
stocks of essential commodities from Tehsil or District Control Room.
IX. Sufficient supplies of machinery and other equipment shall be made by
Tehsil Control Room as per the requisition coming from various Site
Operation Centers.
X. At the time of a disaster situation, the Tehsil Control Room shall operate
round the clock and shall be constant touch with the District Control Room.
It will coordinate efforts in the Tehsil and give feedback to the DCR.

CONSTITUTION OF VILLAGE COMMITTEES

Village Level Committee can be constituted during normal times. Each
village shall have a minimum of 15 volunteers and these shall be formed by
concerned Tehsildar and Block Development Officers.
The Village Level worker / Multipurpose Worker, Patwaries, local teachers
shall be official members of these voluntary committees. These committees shall
be registered with the concerned Tehsildar/BDO. The village committees shall
implement the village Disaster Management and Response plan.
In response to disaster situations the village committees shall be involved
actively in rescue and relief operations with coordination and active support of
government agencies. During emergencies they can be assigned various tasks
rescue and evacuation, shelter management, health and first aid, water, sanitation
& carcass disposal, relief management, damage assessment, patrolling, vigilance.
During normal time, the village committee will be instrumental in generating
awareness among village community about Disaster Management as a whole and
conduct mock drills. The committees shall also be equipped with important
data/important telephone numbers as well as equipments to be used in rescue
operations. The committee shall also develop a data bank at village level like
demographic details, resources available in the village, ownership details like
who owns a truck, a bus, tractor or even a Dozer etc in the village. The village
committees will work on voluntary basis and rewards shall be given for good
performances.

Precautionary Measures
During
EARTHQUAKE
&
FLOODS

EARTHQUAKE
DO'S AND DON'TS
What to do before an Earthquake?
Insist upon earthquake resistant features while constructing / buying a
house/flat.
Ensure they comply with building bye-laws and BIS codes
Consult an Engineer/Architect for retro-fitting your house to make it
earthquake-resistant.
A common meeting point inside the city and a contact outside the city
should be identified and known to all
members.
List important telephone numbers .and keep a torch, water, transistor,
first-aid kit and non perishable food at a
designated place. Keep family emergency kit ready.
Train yourself in basic first aid. .Form teams for first-aid; search and
rescue etc. In your area and conduct
preparedness drills for what to do in case of an event.

What to do during an Earthquake?
Keep calm and help others to keep calm. Do not panic.
If you are at home or inside of a building :

Protect yourself by ducking under a sturdy table or an elevated
bed, and staying there until the shaking stops.
Turn-off electricity and gas.
If you are on the road in a built up area :

Immediately move away from buildings, slopes, streetlights,
power lines, hoardings, fly-overs etc .into open spaces.
Do not run or wander; keep the roads free for movement.
If you are driving:
Stop the vehicle away from the buildings, slopes and electric
cables; come out of the vehicle, hold It and stay by its side.

What to do after an Earthquake?
Keep calm and expect aftershocks.
Do not waste water and do not block telephone lines.

Check if you or anyone else is hurt. Use first-aid and wait for medical
help.
Do not spread rumors and don't panic.
Do not move seriously injured people.
Volunteer to help.
Do not turn-on electrical appliances and gas.
Keep the streets clear for emergency services.
Check your house/building for damages.

FLOODS
Basic safety precautions to be taken:
Listen to radio / TV for the latest weather bulletins and flood warnings.
Pass on the information to others.

Make a family emergency kit which should include; a portable radio /
transistor, torch, spare batteries, a first aid
box along with essential medicines, ORS, dry food items, drinking water,
matchboxes, candles and other essential items.

Keep torches / lamp, ropes, rubber tubes, umbrella and bamboo stick in
your house. These could be useful.

Keep your cash, jewellery, valuables, important documents etc in safe
place.

If there is a flood, move along with your family members and cattle to
safe areas like relief camps, evacuation
centers, elevated grounds where you can take shelter.
Turn off power and gas connections before leaving your house.

During Floods
Don’t enter into flood waters; it could be dangerous.
Don’t allow children to play in or near flood waters.
Stay away from sewerage line, gutters, drains, culverts etc.

Be careful of snakes; snake bites are common during floods.

Stay away from electric poles and fallen power lines to avoid electrocution.
Don’t use wet electrical appliances – get them checked before use.

Eat freshly cooked and dry food. Always keep your food covered.
Use boiled and filtered water.
Keep all drains, gutters near your house clean.

Stagnation of water can breed vector / water –borne diseases. In case of
sickness, seek medical assistance.
Use bleaching powder and lime to disinfect the surroundings.

