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Uttarkashi The Land of Trekking
& Mountaineering

The higher you go,
the better it gets.
Uttarkashi is challenging and tough which include host of activities like
hiking, trekking, mountaineering, camping, rock climbing, skiing and
many more, making the district an ideal destination for adventure lovers.

Page
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Bali Pass Trek
Dodital Lake Trek
Gaumukh Tapovan Trek
Har-Ki-Dun Trek
Kalindi Khal Pass Trek
Kedartal Trek
Kush Kalyan Trek
Lamkhaga Pass Trek
Sahastra Tal Lake Trek
Nandanvan - Vasukital Trek
Auden’s Col Trek
Mt Shivling
Mt Kedardome
Mt Satopanth

Bali Pass Trek
Highest
Altitude:
4950 M
Highest
Altitude:

4950 m
Difficulty
Level:
Tough
Difficulty Level : Tough
This trekking trip for adventurous nature lovers, keen
to explore a remote Himalayan valley, has all the
classic attractions: ascending gentle trails through
luxuriant oak and conifer forest and past traditional
Hindu mountain villages to the alpine meadows
where mountain peaks soar above Hari- Ki - Doon (the
Valley of Gods). From the high Bali Pass, which is
also being called as the Yamunotri Pass, the Ruinsara
TalYamunotri Pass Trek brings the camping bizarre
by the side of the Ruinsara Tal (lake) for an
outstanding experience. The valley is dominated by
Swargarohini (6252 mtrs). Though less known than
the famed Valley of Flowers in the Indian Himalaya,
the Valley of Gods boasts richness in the variety of
flora. Situated in the upper catchment basin of the
Tons River, Hari-ki-dun is one of the most fascinating
and least visited areas of the Garhwal Himalaya.
The region which is cloaked in mystery at an altitude
of 3566 m brings a great challenge to the adventurers
to the land of the Pandavas lying along the Fateh
Parvat at the western part of Uttarkashi. The HarKi-Doon Mountain Trekking will take you to the
source of the Karmanasha stream which meets the
Obragaad stream below a village named Sankri or
Saur, to form the supine river which unites with the
Rupin River flowing from Himachal Pradesh, at
Netwar, to become the Tons River – a major tributary
of the Yamuna River.

Dodital Lake Trek
Highest Altitude: 4150m
Difficulty Level: Moderate
Dodital, a fresh water lake at an elevation of 3010
meters is a popular trekking destination in Uttarakhand
Himalayas. Located in the border district of Uttarkashi.
The trek to Dodital is covered in two days with midway
camp at Bevra or Manjhi. An excellent trek full of
greenery and river streams on the way to the Lake. You
can also trek upto Darwa Top. The mesmerizing view of
Himalayas on the way is something that will remain in
your memories till the end.
The Lake is a serene beauty surrounded with mountains
and a small temple to compliment. Dodital is also a
pilgrimage center of local communities. On the
occasion of Ganga Dussshera festival all the local
deities visit Dodital to celebrate the descent of Ganges
on earth. Traditionally this trek has been continuously
used by the Gujjars, the herdsmen who get their buffalos
to the high meadows every summer and occasionally by
the pilgrims/sadhus walking between Gangotri and
Yamunotri.

Gaumukh – Tapovan Trek
Highest Altitude: 4463m
Difficulty Level: Moderate
The Garhwal is perhaps one of the most sacred and
mystical northern India, fascinating area from the point
of view of nature with meadows, forests and the
majestic peaks of the Shivling and Nanda Devi. Our
trek takes us to Gaumukh, the mythological source of
the River Ganges, which is at the snout of the Gangotri
glacier. At Gaumukh, blocks of glacier fall into the river
and pilgrims 'cleanse themselves of their sins' in
freezing water. The Gangotri glacier's melting water
forms the Bhagirathi River and at this point the river
parkles and starts its rapid descent through the
mountains.
A combination of the trek and the Bhagirathi rafting
expedition is an excellent introduction to the adventure
opportunities as well the colorful culture and
traditional village life of the Himalayas. The trek starts
from Gaumukh glacier, the mythological origin of the
river Ganges.

Har-Ki-Dun Trek
Highest Altitude: 4950m
Difficulty Level : Moderate

Har Ki Dun is easily one of the most
sought after treks in the Garhwal region of
the Indian Himalayas. This is a valley trek
where you trek along the Supin River to
Har Ki Dun valley. The trek has a very
interesting mythology to justify the name
of “Valley of Gods”. It has been said that
Pandavas took the very same route to
ascend to heaven via Swargarohini, the
mountain that surrounds the Har-Ki-Dun
valley. Also known as the "Doorway to
Heaven", this little valley is a trek away
from the Sankri village and is located at an
altitude of 3,566 m (11,600 ft) and remains
carpeted with snow from October up until
the end of March. The meadowed
wonderland is undoubtedly one of the
most beautiful treks in the Western
Himalayas.
The Valley is home to villages that are
more than 3000 years old that makes this a
gateway to a cultural extravaganza. The
trail takes you to a world that is untouched
by modern technology and will definitely
transport you back to simpler times.

KALINDI KHAL –PASS
TREK
Gangotri to Badrinath
Highest Altitude: 5950m
Difficulty Level: Tough

Kalindi khal pass trek that takes you half way round Garhwal from the Bhagirathi Valley to the Alaknanda
Valley. A trip only for those who have done high altitude treks before; its very mention gives a thrill to even
the most seasoned of climbers. Kalindi khal Trekking is 5950mtrs, 19500feet above sea level, dividing the
watersheds of the Bhagirathi and Alaknanda river systems, discovered by Shipton and Tilman in 1934
(though legend exists of folk knowing the route from ages).
Connecting the two holy shrines of Gangotri and Badrinath the walk is mostly over the moraines and the
snow fields with deep crevasses and gives great opportunities to view the high altitude wildlife and camp by
some small glacial lakes.

Kedartal Trek
Highest Altitude: 4750m
Difficulty Level: Moderate
Kedartal (also known as Shiva's lake) is a glacial lake
situated at an altitude of 4,750m (15,600 feet) in the
Garhwal region of the Himalayas in India. The lake
is fed by the snowfall over Thalayasagar (6,904m),
Meru (6,672m), Bhirgupanth (6,772m) and other
surrounding peaks, and is the source of Kadar
Ganga, which in Hindu mythology is considered to
be Shiva's contribution to Bhagirathi. The pea green
lake with melting snow of Kedar glacier originate
Kedar Ganga, a tributary of Bhagirathi, measured as
Lord Shiva's contribution to Bhagirathi.
One can encounter a good variety of high altitude
fauna e.g. Bharal (blue sheep), Goral, Himalayan
black bear with a great variety of birds. The trek is
bit challenging, but the rewards are very soaring.

Kush Kalyan Trek
Altitude: 3536m
Difficulty Level: Moderate
Adjacent to Uttarkashi, the region of Western
Garhwal is a paradise for trekkers and
adventure lovers. One of the most stunning
regions in the area is the wide meadow of Kush
Kalyan. It takes two days through thick forest
and age-old mountain villages to reach Kush
Kalyan. The region is referred as the 'Bugyal
of Blessing' and also called the Lake District of
Garhwal as the higher reaches are decorated
with multiple lakes.
Kush Kalyan" is a bugyal (Himalayan Alpine
Meadow) in the Tehri Garhwal district of
Uttarakhand, India. Kush Kalyan Bugyal is a
popular trekking and camping Destination. The
Bugyal has the highest elevation of 3789m.
The trek is of 16 km and starts from Malla,
which is around 30 km from Uttarkashi. The
trek to Kush Kalyan goes through dense
forests, past lakes, and amongst wild flora and
fauna.
Summer months of April and June and PostMonsoon months of September and October
are the best time to visit Kush Kalyan. The
Bugyal is located on the old bridle route of
Gangotri and Kedarnath.
The Garhwal Himalayan peaks including
Kalanag, Bandarpunch and Swargarohini can
be seen from Kush Kalyan Bugyal.

Lamkhaga Pass Trek
Highest Altitude: 3556m
Difficulty Level: Tough

The Lamkhaga Pass connects north eastern Garhwal
Himalayas and Himachal Pradesh and is surrounded by an
enticing landscape of snow, mountains and air of mystery.
The treacherous trek involves a steep ascent to 5200 feet,
precarious glaciers and stream crossings, thin air and uneven
terrain. It is rated as one of the most dangerous trails
amongst the various mountain treks in India and even Indians
require special permission to go on the trek.
Lamkhaga Pass is a fairly remote trek and is now regarded as
the classic route from Gangotri to Kinnaur, which was first
crossed by Marco Pallis in 1933. The beautiful route takes you
through some of the most remote areas of Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh, like the Jalandhari valley that is covered
with flowers post monsoon. The snow in the early season
could impede your progress. Harsil is famous for Wilson's
Cottage built in 1864. Gangotri is a short drive from Harsil,
while Chitkul is the last village in the Baspa valley. The trek
can be done from either side. But the ascent from Chitkul side
a bit steeper than that of the Harsil side. Rope fixing is needed
on both sides. Heavy snow to be expected on pre monsoon,
whereas post monsoon makes way for lots of boulder
hopping. A fantastic proposition to consider, anytime.

Sahastra Tal Lake Trek
(Himalayan odyssey, mystical lands)

Highest Altitude: 5000m
Difficulty Level: Tough

The Sahastra Tal gets its unique name from the numerous lakes that are found in this region. The pristine
lake lies on the border of Uttarkashi and Tehri district of Garhwal and is situated a few km away from the
quaint hamlet of Kalyani.The lake is situated at the top of this ridge. The lake is considered to be very
auspicious by the locals and so they carry out an annual ritual by carrying their deity on their shoulders
through this lake. Another local fable related to this lake is that once a king after performing a ritual in this
lake, offered a thousand Sahastra flowers to lord Vishnu.The awe-inspiring beauty of the Brahma Kamal
which is found in abundance at Sahastra Tal is a major attraction of this place.
The Sahastra Tal Trek is also a popular trek among the adventure enthusiasts. Hiking through the dense
woods, pristine hamlets. The trekkers can also relish the soul-stirring views of the majestic Himalayan
peaks and glaciers. The best time to visit this lake is between May-June - September – October as the area
around the lake has blossomed with vibrantly coloured Flowers.

Nandanvan - Vasukital Trek
Highest Altitude: 4850 m
Difficulty Level: Moderate

Vasuki Tal via Tapovan/Nandanvan is a trek with unique visuals where you walk over glaciers for miles & camp
at the foot of towering Himalayan peaks like Mount Shivling.This high altitude trek in the Gangotri National
Park takes us to touching distance of the most iconic peaks of the Indian Himalayas – Shivling, Bhagirathi,
Meru, Satopanth, Manda, Chautrangi, Chandra etc. You also get to trek on the Gangotri Glacier & visit
Gaumukh, the source of the Ganges. In order to Vasuki Tal Trek, you must have some prior experience of
trekking in the Himalayas.

Auden's Col Trek
Highest Altitude: 5490m
Difficulty Level: Tough

'Auden’s Col an introduction Col is a mountain pass
which connects Jogin I (6465m) and Gangotri III
(6580m) peaks and is reportedly situated at a height
of around 5400m. It also binds two glaciers on the
opposite sides. One is Khatling glacier and the other
one looks like the glacier belonging to Jogin I.
Auden's Col Trek is approachable from Gangotri
and one can trek up to Kedarnath following Auden's
Col and Khatling glacier. Auden's Col Trek gets its
name from J B Auden, who first crossed it in 1939-40.
Auden's col trek pass was then explored only after
late eighties. Auden's Col Trek is arguably one of
the most dangerous passes in Garhwal Himalaya as
the pass and the Khatling glacier
are heavily infested
with crevasses. While
the trek route to
Auden's Col Trek
is a difficult one –
with moraines,
glaciers, boulders,
steep ridges making
things difficult, the reward is
equally greater.
Auden's col trek route,
schedule, and plan depends
o n a t r e k ke r ' s a b i l i t y,
e x p e r i e n c e, a s we l l a s
prevailing weather
condition. Since the trek is
strenuous and dangerous, it is
advisable to secure, well in
advance, services of a guide
who has first hand knowledge
of the trek, and possibly has
done it several times.

Mt. Shivling
(The Source of River Yamuna)
Highest Altitude: 6543m
Difficulty Level: Very Tough

Mount Shivling is a challenging
6000 meter plus peak in the Garhwal
Himalayas of India .Shivling was
first climbed on 3 June 1974 via the
west ridge, by a team from the IndoTibetan Border Police, led by Hukam
Singh. Shivling appears as a single
pyramid when seen from Gaumukh,
but is actually a twin-summit
mountain, with the northeast
summit being slightly higher than
the southwest summit, 6,501 m
(21,329 ft).
Between Gaumukh and Shivling lies
the Tapovan meadow, a popular
pilgrimage site due to its inspiring
view of the mountain.

Mt. Kedar Dome
Highest Altitude: 6832m
Difficulty Level: Very Tough

Kedar Dome (6831 M) is a mountain peak in the Gangotri Group of peaks in the western Garwhal Himalaya.
Kedar Dome lies on a spur projecting towards the Gangotri glacier, two kilometers northwest of Kedarnath. It is
located in the state of Uttrakhand 15 kilometers south of the holy site of Gaumukh- the source of the Bhagirathi
River. Kedarnath is the highest peak on the south side of the Gangotri Glacier, and Kedar Dome is the third
highest. Both peaks have relatively easy routes on their northwest sides, but the east face of Kedar Dome is a
large, very difficult rock climb. We reach to Rishikesh and further to Gangotri from where we trek to Tapovan.
Kedar Dome Base Camp is called Khara Patthar and is located at 16,000 feet.
The trek is not long and the elevation gain is not great, but the air becomes noticeably thinner. Kedarnath and
Kedar Dome were first climbed together, in 1947, by a Swiss team led by André Roch. Their route on Kedar
Dome, the northwest flank, is still the standard route; it is straightforward and relatively low-angle, and is a
popular ski ascent in the spring season.

Mt. Satopanth
Highest Altitude: 7075m
Difficulty Level: Very Tough

Mount Satopanth (7075m) is one of the prominent peaks of the Garhwal range
of Himalayas , the second highest peak in Gangotri National Park. The
nomenclature of the peak is derived by an amalgamation of two Sanskrit words
“Sato” meaning 'Truth' and “Panth” meaning “A Figure of veneration or
Devotion” when combined means {The True Figure of Devotion and
Veneration}. The mountain was first climbed successfully by a Swiss expedition
in 1947, 15 days prior to the Indian independence, the team was led by Andre
Roch. Lately the mountain has become quite famous for its pre-Everest
expeditions, because of her majestic altitude, the daunting 'knife ridge' at
6500m and the technical ice and rock glacial negotiations at 5900 m.

