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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)
New Delhi, the 2nd September, 1988/Bhadra 11, 1910 (Saka)

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President
on the 1st September, 1988, and is hereby published for general infor-
mation :-
THE RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS (PREVENTION OF
MISUSE) ACT, 1988
No. 41 OF 1988
[1st September, 1988.]
An Act to pr(.vcnt the misuse of religious institutions for political and
other purposes.
BE it enacted by Parliament in the Thirty-ninth Year of the Repub-

lic of India as follows:- % i 1Short A
1. (1) This Act may be called the Religious Institutions (Prevention title,
of Misuse) Act, 1988, | extent . .
.and com- " :
(2) It extends to the whole ol lndn oxcePt the State of Jammu and , mcncg_m“

Kashmir. T . 5 - Rt s
(3) 1t shall bc deemed to havc come into force on thc 26th dﬂ) Of L
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(b) “arms * shall have the same meaning as in clause (c)

of sub-scction (1) of sccllon 2 of the Arms Act, 1959,

54 0f 1959

(¢) "manager™, in relation to a religoius institution, means cvery
person, including any religious [unctionary (by whatever name
called), Who, for the time being, cither alone or in association with
other persons, administers, managers or otherwise controls the affairs

of that institution, its functions or propertics.

(d) “political activity” includes any activity promoting or propa-
gating the aims or objects ot a political party or any cause, issue or

question of a political nature by organising meetings,

demonstrations,

processions, collection or disbursement of funds, or by the issue of
disretions or decrees, or by any other means, and includes also such
activity by or on behalf of a person seeking election as a candidate

for any election to Parliament, any State Legislature or any local

authority.

(¢) “political party™ means an association or body of persons-

(1) which is, or is deemed to be, registered,

with the Election

Commission of India as a political party under the Election
Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968, as in force

for the time being. or

(11) which has set up candidates for election to any legis-

lature, but 1s not registered, or deemed to be registered, as a
o

political party, under the Election Symbols (Reservation and

Allotment) Order, 1968. or

(1) organiscd to carry on any political activity or to ac-
quirc or excrcisc political power through clection or otherwise.
(f) “rcligious institution” means an institution for the promo-
tion of any religion or persuasion, and includes any place or pre-
mises used as a place of public religious worship, by whatever

name or designation known.

3. No religious institution or manager thereof shall use or allow the

use of any premises belonging to, or under the control of, the institution-
(a) for the promotion or propagation of any political activity. or
(b) for the harbouring of any person accused or convieted of an

offence under any law tor the time being in force; or

(c) for the storing of any arms or ammunition. or
(d) for keeping any goods or articles in contravention of any

law for the time being in force. or

(e) for erecting or putting up of any construction or fortitica-
tion, including basements, bunkers, towers or walls without a valid
licence or permission under any law for the time being in force; or

(f) for the carrying on of any unlawful or subversive act pro- -
hibited under any law for the time being in force-or in contlavcnuon

of nny order made by any court. or

(91 for the doma ohnv act wh]ch promotes or attempts o 5-- ool o,
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