CHAPTER IX
MEANS OF COMMUNICATION

DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS

UNTIL the year 1902 there was no railway in the district, and
the easiest way of reaching it was to travel by rail to Raniganj
and thence by road. The journey was not only expensive, but
tedious. First, the Damodar had to be crossed— no casy matter
in the rains, with water rushing down in flood, or at other seasons
of the year in consequence of the numerous sandbanks. Having
arrived on the other side of the river, a weary journey in
ramshackle carts drawn by feeble ponies awaited the traveller
before he could reach the town of Bankurd. The difficulties
of the journey may be realized from the experience of Sir W.
W. Hunter when travelling from Suri to Midnapore in 1866.
“The journey,” writes Mr. Skrine, in the Lite of Sir William
Wilson Hunter, “was fraught with fatigue and peril, and its
incidents contrast strangely with the prosaic features of railway
travel now universal throughout India. The Hunters journeyed
by road in their own victoria drawn by a pair, their third horse
being sent forward at alternate stages. August is the month least
suited of the twelve for g flitting, for it is a time of suffocating
heat varied by downpours, of which those who have never visited
the tropics can form no conception. On arriving at the bank
of the river Damodar the luckless travellers found jt a raging
torrent. The only means of transit was a crazy ferry-boat, into
which was crammed the victoria flanked by the horses on either
side. Each was firmly held by the head, while its master stood
behind to manipulate a cunning apparatus of rope, so devised
that on either animal showing signs of fractiousness he would
at once be force overboard. Then a start was made to cross
the Damodar at 8 a.m., but it was past ten at night ere the
boat was able to make a creck on the opposite bank. The horses
were lifted through the sea of mud left by the receding waters
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DISTRICT BOARD ROADS
The most important roads maintained by the District Board
radiate from Bankurd and Bishnupur. To the west of Bankurd
is a road 17 miles long, known as the Bankurd-Raghunithpur
road, which leads to Bimunshdsan, and establishes
communication with Raghunathpur in Manbham. Two improtant
roads branch off from this road, one running from Dalpur to
Mohesnd (9 miles) on the south-west and thence to Puruli,
while another strikes north from Chhatna to Susunid and thence
through Kustholid to Mejid (21 miles). On the south of Bankura
there are two main roads, one, the Bankura-Khatra road, running
south-west through Indpur (6 miles) to Khitra, 21 miles from
Bankura; while the other the Bankurd-Raipur “road, goes
south-east to Taldangra (15! miles) and thence via Simlapal (8%
miles) to Raipur, which is situated 36% miles from Bankura.
To the north-east a long road, known as the Bankurd-Burdwan
road, leads from Bankura through Beliatore (12! miles) to
Sonamukhi (25 miles) and thence through Krishnanagar to
Burdwin ; its length within the district is 41! miles. This used
to form part of the direct routc between Biankura and Calcutta,
a total distance of 855 miles.

From Bishnupur two important District Board roads branch
off. The first, known as the Bishnupur-Panagarh road, runs due
north through Sondmukhi to Rangametid on the Damodar river
and thence to Panagarh, its length in the district being 25 miles.
The second, known as the Bishnupur-Howrah road, runs through
Jaypur and Mirzipur to Kotalpur and thence into the Howrah
district, 23 miles lying within this district ; from Kotalpur a road
branches off to Indas and thence to Rol, ultimately joining the
Bankurd-Burdwin road a little distance beyond the north-eastern
boundary. The only other roads calling for separate notice are
those in the north-west of the district, viz, a road from
Gangajalghati to Saltora 13; miles long, which passes through
Kustholid where it crosses the Chhdtni-Mejia road, and a road

form Mejid via Saltora to Marulu (14! miles), which is part

of the Raniganj-Purulid road.

MILITARY GRAND TRUNK ROAD
In concluding this account of roads of Bankuri, mention may
be made of the old Military Grand Trunk Road from Calcutta
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to the north-west. It enters Bankura from Burdwin, and traversing
the southern half of the district, runs in a north-westerly direction
south of and nearly parallel to the Dhalkishor, and enters the
Manbham district near the village of Raghunathpur, passing on
its way through Kotalpur, Bishnupur, Onda, Bankura, and
Chhatna. A reference to the map will show that this road is
now divided into three sections, viz, part of the Bishnupur-
Howrah road, part of the Raniganj-Midnapore road and part
of the Bﬁnkura-Raghunﬁthpur road. Formerly, the section from
Bankuri to Bishnupur was much used by pilgrims on their way
to the great temple of Jagannath at Puri, but most of the passcnger
traffic, as well as part of the cart traffic, has now been absorbed
by the railway.

Not far from the road at Ramsagar, a few miles west of
Bishnupur, and at Salghata, a short distance from Ondi, some
lofty towers may still be seen, Thesc are interesting relics of
a scheme entertained by the Indian Government carly in the
nineteenth century (1820-30) for the construction of a serics
of towers, 100 fect high and at intervals of 8 miles, for semaphore
signalling all the way from Calcutta to Bombay. In those days
the word ‘telegraph’ was applicd to the method of 'signalling
by means of a semaphore, and we therefore find these towers
marked on old maps as telegraph stations.

CONVEYANCES

The conveyances in common use consist of
packbullocks and palkis, which. call for no special description.
One conveyance is, however, peculiar, viz., the ordinary tumtum
or dogcart with bamboo shafts, the peculiarity being that, instead
of a horse, there are one or two men in the shafts, who draw
the vehicle along by pushing against a rope tied between them.

bullock carts,

WATER COMMUNICATIONS.

The only navigable rivers in the district are the Damodar and
Kasai, but thereis practically noriver-borne traftic except timber,
which is floated down the Damodar. During the rains numbers
of logs arc fastened together by ropes to form rafts known
locally as mars, with three or four men to steer them. The
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Damodar.

FERRIES AND BOATS . e o
The District Board maintains [8 ferries, (_)t Yv h the most
important is that across the Damodar at Ih{anganrlsean.d Viost of
Ferri / during the rains when the rive .
erries ply only during t . cams
;};2 tin floopd) the passengers and goods bcmgl.lrar;srf)?r:/ d i
i atry d dug-outs. Floats resting :
nary country boats an “loats rest pvene
or(rj:henypots and rafts made of sola pith, are usei fogi;hcrmei
f}?e smaller %treams, and the latter arc also used by .
to stand on when throwing their nets. )

f’OSTAL COMMUNICATIONS

There are altogethcr 400 miles of postal conllInunxlcélrng:cxrr; tl;g
district and 67 post offices, i.e., onc.post 0 llgc for cveny o
iles. The number of postal articles dcllyerc‘ n 1906-07
Squarer‘;\;l 482 including lctters, postcards, packets, ne
bap 1’" d )(a;CClS' whilc the value of money orders paid was
Fl){zp‘e}rsi‘)dz’?‘)l and o,t’ those issucd Rs.6,45,‘253145Tt(1;&2;1:\r(\)2§i
G e T 1S 1 & ~ vear was 6. . P
. Sav'ingdS 'i)‘mr]: dclgso 3;55';’17‘16005.‘1?56);““0 4 post:al-lclcgrapl:
degoinef ﬁl v%hich. 5,998 messages were issued in ?hc same
0211:?5’{}]2(5’; offices ’;clt'(’; situated at Binkurd, Bishnupur,
yGang’ﬁjalghﬁli and Sonamukhi.
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