CLASS-10
Chapter-9 Prose

"Madam Rides The Bus"

"Summary of the lesson"

Valli or Valliammai was a girl of eight years. She was very much eager about
things. She had no playmates. So standing on the door way of her house had
become her favourite pastime. But she was very much fascinated for the bus ride.
It was an unending joy for her. There travelled a bus between her village and a
nearest town on an interval of an hour. She had collected some details about the
bus-journey. The last destination of the bus was a town. It was about six miles
away from her village. The fare was thirty paise for one way. The trip to the town
took forty five minutes. So she planned to take the one o'clock afternoon bus so
that she could return by about two forty-five.

On one afternoon, it was a fine spring day. The afternoon bus was on
the point of leaving the village. Valli called 'stop the bus! Stop the bus!" The bus
slowed down and the conductor peeped outside. He called to hurry up. Standing
outside the bus, Valli told that she had to go to the town. She showed some coins
and got into the bus. The conductor was a jolly fellow. He called her a fine madam
and pointed towards a seat. It was the slack time of the day. So very few
individuals were travelling in the bus. All passengers at the conductor and Valli. On
hearing the whistle the bus started, the bus started.

In the way, Valli was enjoying everything through her own eyes. The road was
narrow. On one side there was a canal. Beyond it there were palm trees,
grasslands, mountains, Sky and green fields. To have full view, she stood on the
seat. All looked very wonderful for Valli. An elderly man shouted and called Valli as
‘child'. He asked her to sit down. Valli was surprised for calling her a child. The
conductor told that she was a very grown-up madam as a mere girl cannot travel
all alone. In an angry way, she looked towards the conductor and demanded the
ticket. The conductor punched a ticket and gave her. He asked her not to stand
when she had paid for a seat. The bus stopped. Some passengers got on. Valli sat
down on her seat lest some passengers should sit over it.

At that time,an elderly woman got into the bus. She sat beside Valli.
She questioned her if she was all alone. Valli did not like her. There were big holes
in her ears. The earrings were very ugly. She was chewing the betel nut. Valli was
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fearing lest its juice should fall at any moment. She again interrogated Valli. in turn
Valli gave a curt reply and asked to mind her own business.

It was her first journey. She had planned it very well. She had saved
all her stray coins that come her way. She even resisted the temptation of buying
toys and balloons etc. At the village fair too she controlled herself not to enjoy the
ride in the merry-go-round. Thus she had collected enough money for her journey.
Her next problems was to slip out of the house. She knew that her mother used to
sleep daily after lunch. Valli decided to use these hours for her Journey. Most often
she used these hours for her excursion.

The bus was rolling across the landscape. Valli was happy. She clapped
her hands with glee. There came a young cow, running fast, in front of the bus.
The driver sounded his horn loudly. But the animal became more and more
frightened. It galloped in front of the bus. It was funny for Valli. at last the cow
moved off the road. The bus came to came to rail-road crossing. The train passed
with utmost roar and rattle. Then the bus passed through a busy shopping street
and came on a wide thoroughfare. Valli was fascinated and happy to see the
displays of clothes and the big crowd. It was the last destination of the bus.

Now all the passengers got off the bus. Valli remained there in the bus.
The conductor asked her if she was not ready to get off the bus. Valli replied that
she would on this same bus and gave her thirty coins to the conductor. He felt
surprised and questioned what the matter was. Valli replied that she only felt to
have a ride in the bus and nothing else. She went on sitting till the bus resumed its
journey. She got her ticket. The same wonderful sights were before her eyes.

Then she suddenly saw a young cow dead by the road side. She enquired the
conductor if it was the same cow. The conductor nodded his head. Now she was
overcome with sadness. Her memory haunted her. She thought that she had been
a lovely animal a little while ago but all her charm was lost. It was three-forty when
the bus reached the village. She stood up and told the conductor to see him again.
The conductor smiled and answered, "Madam, whenever you feel like a bus-ride
come and join us. And don't forgot to bring your fare". Valli laughed and went
running straight for her home.

When Valli entered the house, she saw her mother talking with one of her
aunts. She was from South Street. She was a chatterbox. She asked Valli where
she had been. Valli only smiled. Her mother only remained busy with her. Both
were discussing about the things outside the world. Valli told that so many things
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were happening without their knowledge. Her aunt was surprised and said that
Valli was talking like a grown-up lady.

Vocabulary
Mystery- (Something secret) —<s=1
Curious- (Eager) Ty
Fascinating-  (Attractive) —3MH T BT Tl
Gradually- (Slowly) —fR—gR
Scarcely- (Hardly) —qR¥&d |
Commandingly- (Firmly) —gedl qdd
Gleaming- (Shining) —THhdl B
Luxurious- (Very comfortable) —m®! siR™ e
Peered over- (Looked over) —gifh PR <@l

Deep Ditch- (Deep opening) —T& @@

Concerned- (Worried) —fyfead
Elaborate- ( Perfect) —fIER B
Temptation- (Attraction) —3TTHYOT
Obstacles- (Hurdles) —BPHTaC
Excitement- (With courage ) —S«E ¥
Horrible- (Fearful ) —qIId BT aTell
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IR 3T:

gocll T MG ATl &l dgd! ol | 98 U MH—UTH I "Rl & Uil dl Igd el AT | IqD
IS H S SY B g9 A8 I | Sl SGb A1 Wl Fb | 59 folU I8 U9 8R & ATH- dTel Sxdlol
TR Gl BB qIex DI geRll Bl <@l 5l ol | I8 96 Fa% 0T aAd f[daq &1 IRar o7 | 98
S 99 I @l I8l off S SEd g | IER Bl o off | dR-¢R SHd A9 H N B HINT B
@1 fIaR 99U 7T SAS Ul g8 MHNT sl o R8T off |

IS TG A U & IR Dl AP 99 & IR A U a9 il ofl 98 SH 99 DI YA D
g § SHEIRAT Uha SR il | TER 9D I F B Al DI G W AT 3R IADI U R BT
fohRrr 30 U1 o | 98T ugaH H 45 fie &1 WHY oTAT AT | S Uh ol QISR dlell 99 H ATAT B
&1 faofa foran afd a8 2 aoiax 45 fiFie 9§ o) Uga SR | U@ &I U8R Bl 99 Ofd oW ol IS &l
e ol O dooll 7 WY W 3MMATS ShY a9 Bhdls dl hUsSdeX o I Sieal 31 I el 3R 98 a9 §
AR &l TS | BUSIER HOTlhAT Ugfl bl o |

SA HET HeH Al T T2 IV a9 T4 I dooll @ dRG <@ ol | I H deed!
2 3T DI AU i@ H 9= 1 =18 @ oAl | TP udell off U IRG @18 ol 3R 3T el d& o
S o gRaTel & BRATEl off | ool §d B Sd 9 q@ @ folY 7l e WR ST B Kl 7 aMl
T THAI © AR Uh Jg Afeell 99 H FIR BIHR docl & AT dlell e W d6 T3 AR ITd g+
ST T A STdhel AT PR V8! BI? AT G Ul © AR H DI W SIS ST 87 doell 7 09 WR H
SETg f&ar fb a8 31U B A Adold I |

TE Jocil DI Ygell 9 ATAT o IAC ST 9gd AW! AR H AT a7 T o IHA 7
g Al SV W §99 T R 99 @ [ & fog U1 9=mam o | SEa) S WAF! 8R ¥ deR
fAde™ @7 o g8 S off T S| A &% ST IUER © W & 91 Al ® | deetl 7 oty form f
AT AT BT SUINT I8 311 I & oy ol arfs &R & Sy Iram & fasg § gar A7 o | 319 99
Glell q@vs ¥ oR @l ol | gecil G A dqrell g7 &l o | T b T 3778 3R 99 & 3T <ol 4d
dred ol | Arerd | B IO oifdhe T 3R 31fdd ed gY M ol | o H gRed | T fBAR
TS| AoN W e g 99 7 3@ TP IRG qOR A YW fHAT| gooll gHMT qum SHH Fol A |
BT YAIFIT B | I8 a9 BT AfH USTd o |

3T AR I 99 F A1 IR T | B doell & 99 H I31 ofl Hosdex -1 BT FT 98 99 4
T T8 SANI? dooll H wel fh g8 3 99 9 919 T1g Gl deOr U fhRvy & O U ot ©
& | HUsaex Bl 3Meed gl I deeil o g {6 | dHad 99 @I I HAT =18 &) ol 99 3R By
9T ey B |

T IR W TG Bl dB 999 S ol dooll fhy W Rasd I 98 & FoIR oxgd ol |
A IF <@l b S T AR S 9 I 99 & A ale el ol 98 8@ & [k 9d s
o | I ol M o1 TFax AR & ol | IFDT AR GEERAT 3d FAHAT H 9ol gadl ol | IF> aRI
IR A B A AT | T BT AT Reafd # S@a acell 9gd g@I 81 Wil @ a1 98 Uy 37+ Hie
LRI

T4 99 doeil @ TG YA 2 98 99 W IRBY WY U TR H YA B 7| I A
D A BT A | 9T B @ Al | I8 A=Y ©lh | SAD Jgt NS o 98 Joell 9 UBl & A
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HEl of? Toell dhad PRI Sl o | SAD Al 399 91 I H Fwd ol | IFT 9 gl a1 Al @
IR H 910 PR W I 79 Jooll a1 Ioehl § are” VAT 98 ) "eAnRh gl € | e g e w8
B T 1 @ AR doell @l U 91d gAaR e Afdhd B Il 7 IR dEdl § Y I9i Bl avE
CINECRGIIY

read the following extracts and answer the questions that
follows:

Passage 1

Day after day she watched the bus, and gradually a tiny wish crept into her head
and grew there: she wanted to ride on that bus, even just once. This wish became
stronger and stronger, until it was an overwhelming desire. Valli would stare
wistfully at the people who got on or off the bus when it stopped at the street
corner. Their faces would kindle in her longings, dreams and hopes. If one of her
friends happened to ride the bus and tried to describe the sights of her town to her,
Valli would be too jealous to listen and would shout, in English: "Proud! Proud!"

Questions::
Q-1. Who is 'she' in the first sentence?
Ans- 'She' in the first sentence is Valli.
Q-2. How did she develop a longing for the bus ride?

Ans- As she looked at the bus daily, a tiny wish took birth in her - mind, it grew into
a desire and then into a longing to ride the bus.

Q-3. Why did she look sadly and longingly at the passengers of the bus?

Ans- She looked at them so because she wanted to be one of- them who enjoyed
the bus ride.

Q-4. When did she say, "Proud! Proud!" in English?

Ans- When one of her friends who happened to visit the town on-bus and
described her the sights of town, out of jealousy she would say "Proud! Proud"!.

Q-5. Which word in the passage means 'to set alight feelings'?

Ans- The word 'kindle' means 'to set alight feelings'.
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Passage 2

The memory of the dead cow haunted her, dampening her enthusiasm. She no
longer wanted to look out the window.

She sat thus, glued to her seat, until the bus reached her village at three forty. She
stood up and stretched herself. Then she turned to the conductor and said, "well
sir, I hope to see you again".

"Okay, madam," he answered her, smiling. "Whenever you feel like a bus
ride, come and join us. And don't forget to bring your fare."

Questions:
Q-1. Why did she not look out the window?

Ans- She did not look out the window because the memory of the - dead cow was
haunting her.

Q-2. What did she do until the bus reached the village?

Ans- With her damp enthusiasm she glued to her seat, until the- bus reached the
village.

Q-3. What contrast do you find in her disposition while her leaving - the bus?

Ans- The change of surroundings changes the disposition of a-person. The
sadness over the death of the cow is forgotten as she leaves the bus for her
home.

Q-4. Find a word in the passage which means the same as- 'returned repeatedly
in her mind'.

Ans- The word "haunted' means ‘returned repeatedly in her-mind'.

Questions of the Chapter:
Quesl. What was Valli's favourite pastime?

Ans- Valli was a Tamil girl. She had no playmates. It was her favourite pastime to
stand in the doorway of her house. Thus she was able to watch all that was going
on there. In a way she had attained too many unusual experiences.
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Ques2. What did Valli find out about the bus journey? How did she find out these
details?

Ans- Valli found out the smallest of the details about the bus journey. She knew
that one way fare of the bus was thirty paise. The distance from the village to the
town was six miles and it took Forty five minutes to reach the town and another
forty five minutes to get back home. She gathered these details by listening
carefully the talks of her neighbour and the people who had taken the ride of the
bus and also by asking a few questions from here and there.

Ques3.Why did Valli stand up on the seat? What does she see- now?

Ans- Valli wanted to see the outside view but the canvas blind-attached to the
lower side of the window was obstructing her view. Therefore she stood on the
seat to see the canal, palm trees, grassland, distant mountains, and the blue sky.

Ques4. What does Valli tell the elderly man when he calls her a-child ?

Ans- Valli told him that she was not a child and she has paid the-same amount of
the bus ticket as everyone else had paid.

Ques5. How did Valli save up money for her first journey? was it- easy for her?

Ans- Valli was a very wise girl. She saved her every penny to-have a ride in the
bus. She resisted every temptation to buy balloons, toys, peppermints and so on.
She even controlled herself to have a ride on the merry go round in the village fair.
It was rather troublesome for her.

Ques6. Why did she not get off the bus at the bus station?

Ans- She didn't get off the bus at the bus station because she-was afraid to get
down. Moreover, She only wanted to take the bus ride and did not have enough
money to buy something from the market.

Ques7. What was Valli's deepest desire? Find the words and- phrases in the story
that tell you this?

Ans- Valli's deepest desire was a take a ride on a bus. She had- never been to any
journey ever before. The following words and phrases tell us about this:

1. The most fascinating thing of all was the bus that travelled between her village
and the nearest town.

2. The sight of bus, was a source of unending joy for Valli.
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3. Gradually a tiny wish crept into her head. She wanted to ride on that bus, just
once.

Ques8. Why does the conductor refer to Valli as ‘Madam'?

Ans- The conductor was a jolly fellow. He had judged the-temperament of this
small child. It was only to please her, he called Valli ‘'madam'.

Ques9. Why does Valli refuse to look out of the window on her-way back?

Ans- While on her way back, Valli saw a young cow lying dead by -the road side.
This scene was horrible and frightening. There was a fixed stare in her lifeless
eyes with blood all over. It memory haunted her very much. She lost all her
enthusiasm and excitement. She no longer wanted to look out the window.

Ques10. What did Valli find out about the bus journey?
Ans- Valli found out the following things about the bus journey:
1. Money- She needs to have more money than the bus fare.

2. People- She met different passengers. Some of them belittled her importance
and treated her as child. She had to sit with a women she did not like at all.

3. New experiences- Bus journey means having new experiences- some may be
good and others, bad. Valli enjoyed the sights of nature, waiting for a coming train
at the crossing she saw a view of beautiful shops while crossing the streets in the
town.

4. Pleasure and Sorrow- Running of a young cow in front of the bus gave her
pleasure. But on her return journey the death of the same cow and its blood
spread on the road gave her sorrow.
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