No. EL1-144162/2019

Collectorate, Thrissur
Dated 22/03/2019

From
District Election Officer &
District Collector, Thrissur

To

All Assistant Returning Officers.

All Electoral Registration Officers & Tahsildars
District Representatives of all political parties
All Nodal Officers

R O’ s Clerk

N

Sir,

Sub:- Voting by Blind and Infirm Voters- Instructions--reg:-
Ref: Instruction No. 4/MISC/ECI/LET/FUNCT/JUD/SDR dated 23.10.2017 of the Election
Commission of India

The Election Commission of India has formulated the following comprehensive instructions to be
followed uniformly by all States and Union Territories for voting by blind infirm voters at the Polling
Stations.

» Infirm Voters who are capable of voting by herself/himself by pressing the button of the
candidate of his choice on the Balloting Unit of EVM shall be permitted authorized
companion only up to Voting Compartment in the Polling Station, but not inside the Voting
Compartment. This will apply in cases where the nature of physical infirmity is such that the
Elector needs assistants only for his movements and not for voting. The Presiding Officer
has to take decision in such cases.

« Sub Rule (2) of Rule 49 N of the conduct of the Election Rules 1961 provides that the
Presiding Officer shall keep a record of cases where the electors record vote with the
assistance of companion in Form 14 A. This should cover all cases where the companion is
permitted to go in to the voting compartment with the elector to assist him in recording the
vote. Cases where a companion only comes to assist the elector in his movements and
does not go in to the voting Compartment shall not be included in Form 14A.

*  While scrutinizing of various documents such as the Form 17A, Presiding Officers Diary etc.
by the observer and the Returning Officer on the day following the day of poll, Form 14A
~shall also be scrutinized to see whether there are unusually large number of cases of
companions accompanying the electors in recording votes in any polling station, which may
create suspicion about the fairness of poll.

« As per the first proviso to Sub Rule (1) of Rule 49 N of the conduct of the Election Rules
1961, one person cannot act as a companion of more than one elector. In order to facilitate
the polling staff to ensure compliance of these provisions, application of indelible ink shall
also apply to companion. Indelible ink shall be applied on the right index finger of the



companion. Marking of ink on the left index finger of the elector in such cases shall continue
to apply as per the existing provisions.

« Before an elector is permitted to take with him a companion inside the voting compartment,
the right index finger of the companion should be checked to ensure that it is not already
marked with indelible ink. If it is found to be already marked, such person cannot be
permitted to be companion for the purpose of Rule 49N.

« Companion shall leave polling station location immediately after assisting an infirm/blind
voter.

A Copy of the instruction of the Election Commission of India is enclosed for information and further
necessary action.
Yours faithfully,

Deputy Collector (Election)
For District Election Officer & District Collector

Enclosures:-
As stated above
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